MGB PLUS V8 GIVES
POWER AND AGILITY

KEN COSTELLO is not only quick around any given
race circuit—he's also guick on the uptake. His speed in
the latter direction appears to have overtaken Brilish
Leyland in what may prove to be a most lucrative

direction,

The late, not very lamented,
MGC provnd an unsuceossh
;ttel:rnpt 1‘5?1 mgul.nl; I.?,y gnng
englne w a basica o0
carg But nelther was deslgne&

with the other in min
the weight of the six-eylinder
unit was never successiull
mateched with
suspansion.

The result was an uneven

the MG

ht distribution which
:m e the MGC fast in a
strai Iﬁ. line, but not the
world’s best handling sports
ear on the twisty bits.

When British Lewyland
decided to drop thc? MGC
they apparently decided to
drop ¢ whole pruahlem
which Iz where Mr. Costello
ecomes In.

Having sized the 35
litre e & used in ﬂm HRover
35 and the Rover 3500, he

ed it would fit nieely
nnet of an

the
Tt bemn-lﬁc !Etts
Br, virtle o
-ﬁak than the
ari nal MGEB engine, the
2ht problem was n ad,
Aud matching the 3.5 litre

SEpouih, ey MO ol
n

is a happy combination that
iz golng to give a lot of plea-
sure to sports car enthusiasts
in the future.

Convincing
A guick demonstration drive
cuuvlnmd me of Its virlues.
ear acceleration alone
wgﬂ sﬁ you back in your
a manner that the
url l!l MGE ecould only
mateh in second.

And it does it In such a
elvilized way that you newver
need to lift wour voice sbove
normal conveérsational level to
nmms; your admiration—or

rnad.haldi fs exceed:

en:ina i!na
50—50 weight ddst:ibutum that
leaves the handling neutral
throughout a corner, however
hard puahnd.

Fall
hﬂﬂ not yet been asta'b hed
the MG .h.w% smEId
frnm 0—50 mp.
seconds — which leaves your

lrigﬁ gir scoop marks the V8-engined M.G.B. apart from the others. So does
ihe elect ng performance.

stomach trying hard to get
back into position md making
heavy weatliar of it

Petr consumption works
out around a eomiorieble 23
won't make

i

of nu extra dent in an

ewmr‘f wallet over ard sbove
t would cost to

run a
family saloon.
bTM %itunittpgwu?ﬁ Iﬂ?
ep, [ a T
ﬁ muEmu.m arque vuf
2011b/ft. at 27&& r,pf.m whibgh
compares rather favourably
with.wthe 85 b.hp of the
standard MGB at 400 r,p m.
and 1100b/ft. maximum torgque
at 3,000 rpm, i
Shoehorning tha ']
into the MGBEbo!Jer room has
not left an ot of space
and one might expect some

ourhuﬂni{grnblemz, But by

1.% C radiator and
moving the header tank to
ﬂm sui

with an air seoop
Baunet the tempera-

h:ra maver rises above normal
whether the c¢ar is being
thrashed around the l:ounh'ly
n

side or trundled alnng
slowanoving town traffic

Easy to reach

The bulk of the unlt has
alzo had another useful side
effect—all the bits you might
want to get at q,uu:kl ﬂllch
as distributor, il il
and  fan bett, easus'
aecessible from

To match the a-ddad

ET-
formance, & broke serve 31
been added and the trans-

lI‘B

‘misslon

is said by
Leyland to be
t without modi-

en;me o]

fication. slight modi-
fisation has been necesssry to
the chessis at the front erad
and on the p Mﬁga
heen beautifully i

Gear ratlog have not
been finglised, but even w

the standard box and 8.3 final
drive the performance is
electric,

Ken hopes to be able to zo
inte production shortly at a
rate of six MGB VB.; & waek,
Price is ely
£2.200 — which daean’t seem
ton bad when you compare
the tice ;,-uu would have io

or similar performance
um mtichk more expensive
maodels,




