course of MG history might well have
changed and the MGC would almost
certainly have been V8 powered!

Unfortunately for MG however, there
were deemed to be more important cars
in the BL range which needed this
engine — especially Rover saloons and
the planned Range Rover, so that MG
had to take a back seat.

When Ken Costello decided to market
his conversion, he had little or no trouble
in getting BL to supply his Costello
Motor Engineering Ltd with new Rover
3500 (P6B) engines, and they gave no
indication of either knowing or caring to
what use these engines were being put.

The first Costello MG V8 prototype
came late in 1969 and, from thereon,
the car was gradually improved and put
into production until by 1971 building of
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would have had to be 6 inches wider!
However, I proved otherwise and,
although initially on early models there
was a bonnet bulge, later use of a
modified Weber carburettor brought back
the original MGB line. The Costello V8,
at it’s peak performance, produced
178bhp and not the 150bhp shown in
many road tests.

“It could out-accelerate a Porsche
911 8.

“A special grill was made for the car,
hence the missing octagonal badge and
the axle and radiator were MGC parts,
as was the 140 mph speedometer.

The MG Works requested the loan of
one of my cars and, on seeing what
could be achieved, brought out their
version of the MGB/GT V8, it thus
became cost prohibitive for me to
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McComb in his MG history, Lord
Stokes (Chairman of BL) wanted to
know why MG designers could not do
the same thing! Accordingly Abingdon
were given the go ahead to produce
such a car and, within a very short
time, a V8 engined ‘official’ MG
prototype was on the road.

From this point on it became
increasingly difficult for Ken Costello to
obtain supplies of the new V8 engine
— another case of BL ‘battening down
the hatches’ once they realised the error
of their ways, and finally the supply was
cut off altogether, so that, since 1972,
late type conversions have had to rely
on second-hand Rover and even
refurbished Buick engines.

Ken Costello therefore was forced to
stop producing his cars, and became
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