Costello MGB Roadster
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{T t took enterprising engineer and racer Ken Costello to transform the MGB
into a real performance car — and in roadster form it’s clear how big a trick
Leyland missed
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canning the price lists back in 1972 a successful
young chap - longish hair, sideburns, matching
paisley pattern shirt and tie - would have found
quite a few performance cars to catch hiseye.
Marcos, TVR and Gilbern all offéred accomplished
coupés with Ford Vé puwer. There was the Datsun 2407, the
Lotus Elan Sprint, Reliant’s Scimitar and BMWs 2002Tii
- even, theoretically at least, a three-litre Gincetta G21. You
could get any of them for around £2000, about twice the price
of aFord Cortina. But there was one drawback: they all had
fixed roofs.
Noadster options were limited: Triumpli’s TR6 wus old hat,
Alfa’s Spider wasn't quick enough and Morgan's Plus 8 was

fast but impractical. The venerable MGB wasn'L in Lhe sume
performance league with its casi-iron four-pot motor and
mere 93bhp, and Lthe nose-heavy, six-eylinder MGC had
already been quietly forgotten.

Butthere was an alternative: racer turned road car tuner
Ken Costello was turning out a steady stream of rewarked
MGBs with all-alloy Rover V8 engines, which transformed
the B intaa serious performance car.

TV and radio journalist Roger Cook, of Checkpoint and
later The Covk Repori fame, was one of Costello’s customers.
‘Ken is abit of a boffin and nota great organiser, so dealing
with him eould be a bit frustrating - but was always worth the
wait,’ Cook remembers, ‘He was very good at what he did
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